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Mpumalanga 
Highest Level of Education: 15+ 

2007
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The above table shows that 22.68% of the Mpumalanga population have between grade 7 and grade 9 qualification,17.79% 
have no schooling,20.27% have a Grade 10 or Grade 11 highest qualification and 19.64% have matric as a highest 
qualification.

Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008







Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008

Mpumalanga
 Percentage of people living on less than a Dollar($) per Day 2007
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Mpumalanga Province:
Human Development Index 

1996-2007

0.00 0.10 0.20 0.30 0.40 0.50 0.60 0.70 0.80 0.90 1.00

Black

White

Coloured

Asian

Total

2007
1996

Human development Index (HDI) measures the standard of living by the population. The standard of living of 
the black population is still the lowest when compared to the other population group. The standard of living 
of the Black population has shown an improved in the past ten years. The white population is still enjoying 
the high living standards followed by the Asian population then the Coloured population.

Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008





Annual Disposable Income(R,Million,constant 2000 prices)
 2007
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Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008

The total disposable income for Mpumalanga is only 5.7% of SouthAfrica’s total disposable income. This puts 
the province at a disadvantage, in proportion to its neighboring provinces (i.e.Gauteng. Kwa-Zulu Natal and 
Limpopo), which all have higher total disposable incomes, for businesses to grow their markets at a provincial 
level. This means that for businesses to grow, they will need to target markets outside the province, in addition 
to the provincial market.



















Mpumalanga Districts
 GDP-R Average Annual Growth(Constant 2000 Prices)

4.7%
4.0%

3.0%

6.7%

2.7% 2.3%

5.3%

1.9% 2.0%

0.0%

1.0%

2.0%

3.0%

4.0%

5.0%

6.0%

7.0%

8.0%

MP - DC30 Gert Sibande
District Municipality

MP - DC31 Nkangala
District Municipality

MP - DC32 Ehlanzeni
District Municipality

2005 2006 2007

Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008



Mpumalanga Districts
 GDP-R Current Prices(R 1000)

 2007
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Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008



Mpumalanga 
Consumer Price Index May 2007 -May 2008
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Mpumalanga CPI May 2007-
May 2008 CPI Food Price Index CPI Excluding Housing

CPI 
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g Food
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Mpumalanga 12.6 19.4 12.7 9.3 13.6

Excluding rural areas 12.3 19.1 12.2 9.7 13.5

Nelspruit/Witbank 12.7 17.3 11.8 11.4 13.6

Other urban areas 12.1 19.6 12.3 8.9 13.5

rural areas 13.3 19.8 13.7 8.5 13.6

Source: StatsSA CPI May 2008



Although South Africa’s CPIX (CPI excluding interest rates on mortgage bonds) 
rose to 10.9% in May 2008, Mpumalanga’s CPI, excluding housing, stood at 
12.6%. For the Nelspruit-Witbank areas, the figure was 12.7%. For the rural areas 
however, the figure stood at a much higher level of 13.3%. Mpumalanga has a 
large rural population, which is also dominated by female headed households. This 
puts rural women under pressure to confront the brunt of higher inflation in order to 
make ends meet.

This scenario is mirrored across the provinces and indicates that inflation is felt 
more vigorously by the poorer communities of our society. To bring this point into 
sharper focus, Mpumalanga’s food inflation alone, stood at 19.4% whereas without 
food inflation, the figure was a much lower 9.3%.

The poorer of our community use a larger portion of their income on food as 
compared with the more affluent, hence the real effects of rising inflation are felt 
more by the poor. It is therefore necessary that measures be brought into place to 
cushion these negative effects. One way will be to look at giving relief to basic food 
products by introducing subsidies. Another would be to accelerate programmes 
that empower communities to produce more food for own consumption with lower 
input costs and higher efficiency whilst using sustainable means of production.













Electricity produced and available for distribution in South Africa from 2005 to 2008

Although concrete figures are yet to be available, our inability to produce more electricity will hamper the 
continued growth of our economy. The current scenario has potentially dire consequences to the attainment of 
a sustained 6% growth rate leading up to 2014. The re-habilitation of the road network, more especially in the 
Gert Sibande District Municipality, together with the introduction of targeted rail, although themselves not self 
sustaining, will assist in rescuing the country’s economy as a whole.

Source: Stats SA Electricity generated and available for distribution (preliminary), August 2007 P4141
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Western Cape 156515 4718 271015 15598 144579 467556 85419 226552 336872 136122 267 1845213

Eastern Cape 216560 2984 173779 5466 114660 321932 61067 91290 285775 119625 - 1393138

Northern Cape 52281 21279 14848 1549 18438 51753 8939 15078 52171 24623 65 261024

Free State 68143 85779 68086 2782 48477 174170 33796 55647 178085 84816 - 799781

KwaZulu-Natal 284655 11350 390257 17699 131157 518868 108878 210940 418386 194360 - 2286550

North West 64854 125090 97654 4498 58968 186907 32180 69168 175477 97959 - 912755

Gauteng 61202 86131 581756 32916 318820 791531 181622 542737 549299 286445 2005 3434464

Mpumalanga 96929 50119 87851 14121 83680 209696 35326 53762 121412 89319 1377 843592

Limpopo 73451 67622 73259 5533 46871 239165 28824 54955 192815 74783 - 857278

1074590 455072 1758505 100162 965650 2961578 576051 1320129 2310292 1108052 3714 12633795

% For 
Mpumalanga 11.5% 5.9% 10.4% 1.7% 9.9% 24.9% 4.2% 6.4% 14.4% 10.6% 0.2% 100.0%

Sector Employment by Provinces March 2007

In Mpumalanga 24.9% of the employed were employed in the Trade sector,11.5% in the Agriculture sector,10.6% in the private households sector while 
Manufacturing was at 10.4%,and Construction at 9.9%.
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Participation in micro to small business activity by population and province

*unspecified population group not included in the total percentage.

A very small percentage(5.2 %) of the persons running non-Vat registered business owned more than one non-Vat registered business. More 
businesses in Western Cape are owned by population group other than black Africans, and in Northern Cape, a little more than half of the 
population(51,3%) were black Africans. More than half of the businesses in Northern Cape(54,6%) were owned by women.

Source: Stats-SA SESE 2005



Percentage of self-employed people running a business by province

Among 1.7 million people who were of non-VAT registered businesses, only 15.7% had one or more employees, either paid or unpaid, working in 
their businesses and could therefore be defined as employers. The graph shows that non-VAT registered business owners in Northern Cape were 
mostly self-employed at 95.6% followed by KwaZulu-Natal at 94,1% while Mpumalanga is 6th at 85,3%.Fewer people in non-VAT registered 
businesses were self-employed in Western Cape than elsewhere at 69.8%.

Source: Stats-SA SESE 2005
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EPWP:Total Opportunities Created in the 2006/07 Financial year per provinve
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Source: Extended Public Works Programme (EPWP) 2nd Quarter 2006/07



Extended Public Works Programme (EPWP) Provincial Net Work Opportunities vs Targets
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Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP) Provincial Cumulative Net Work Opportunities vs 
Cumulative Targets
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The above figure shows that formal sector agriculture is generally more widespread across the provinces than informal sector agriculture. 
In September 2007:
• Among persons engaged in formal sector agriculture, Eastern Cape (20,7%) had the highest percentage followed by Western Cape 
(17,2%), KwaZulu-Natal (13,7%), Mpumalanga (11,9%) and Limpopo (9,7%). Only 4,7% of formal sector agricultural employment occurred 
in North West.
• On the other hand, informal sector agriculture is overwhelmingly a feature of the labour market in Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal. As 
many as 39,5% of persons engaged in informal sector agriculture were located in KwaZulu-Natal and an additional 29,4% were in Eastern 
Cape

Formal and informal sector agriculture by province, September 2007

Source :StatsSA LFS September 2007



Mpumalanga International Trade 
2007
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Source: Global Insight ReX version 2.1c (381) July 2008




